From Werter to Susan—A University Legacy to
Love, Honor, and Cherish

Werter Hobson Hurt Jr., R'49, is from a long line of Spiders. In addition to his wife,
other Spider family members included his grandfather, father, two football-playing
uncles, sister, brother-in-law, and cousin. Werter originally began college in The
Citadel's ROTC in 1942, but completed only one year before joining the war effort as
an Air Force pilot. Originally bound for Nadzab, New Guinea, the dropping of the atom
bomb sent him instead to Massachusetts and finally back home to Culpeper, Va., for
Christmas in 1946.

‘ father, Werter enrolled
9 'F in the University of
t ) - Richmond in 1946 to
- complete the education
his father never could,
due to his own service
in the Great War. On
campus, Werter met
Susan Dickinson, a
Westhampton co-ed
from Front Royal,
Va., who was clected May Queen. Susan also elected to become Wert's bride when he
proposed with a ring near Milhiser gym.

R M.h At the urging of his

Werter Hobson Hurt Jr., R'49, and wife Susan

The newlyweds moved to Culpeper and again Wert’s father offered invaluable advice:
Leave the family dairy-farming business and become an entrepreneur. Wert and his
brother-in-law, A. Gordon Willis Jr., R'43, created the Culpeper Stone Company after
buying the local quarry and its contents, much of which paved the original Interstate 95
between Washington, D.C., and Fredericksburg, Va.

Wert and Susan, parents of two and grandparents of four, were married for 52 years until
Susan’s death in 2002. He recently honored her, their marriage, and their alma mater by
naming the Susan Dickinson Hurt Gallery in the new Westhampton Center. Wert’s long-held
shares of stock made the perfect outright gift while avoiding capital-gain tax. Also in honor of
his wife, he has named Westhampton College the beneficiary of a charitable remainder trust.
Wert chose to include the University prominently in his philanthropy because he believes he
is making an investment that will be stewarded with purpose and intent.

l N S I D [C. Extend the Reach of Your Generosity
L. Farinto the Future




“Roots are far more important than many of us realize. We are woven,
each of us, from a distinct fabric - not just from parents and
grandparents, but from school teachers, preachers, scout leaders,
sunday school teachers, neighbors, brothers, sisters, and friends. Each
of us is totally unique because everything we ever did and everything
we ever met s a part of what we are today."

Bob Timberlake, ‘the artist
Somewhere in Time



Almighty and eternal God:

our eyes cannot see you,

our hands cannot touch you.

You are beyond the understanding of our minds.

Yet you have breathed your Spirit into our spirits.
You have informed our minds to seek you,

inclined our hearts to love vou,

called us to be heirs of your eternal kingdom.

Give us faith to lay hold of things unseen,

to live as those who see the invisible God.

Bring us at the last to those things beyond our seeing,
beyond our hearing, bevond our imagining,

to the vision of your glory when we shall see you face to face;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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The Best Things in Life Are Free
When we count our many blessings;
it isn't hard to see that life's most valued
treasures are the treasures that are free.

For it isn't what we own or buy that signifies
our wealth.

It's the special gifts that have no price:
our family, friends and health.
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Relaic

"Belair" on the Rapidan home of Werter Hobson Hurt and his wife, Janet
Stringfellow Hurt, has been the home of four generations bearing the Stringfellow
name. The present house was built about 1833 by the first Stringfellow owner, the
Rev. Thornton, and was added onto by his great-nephew who was Mrs. Hurt's
father, Thornton Stringfellow, in 1888.

An old two-room kitchen outside the yard still standing today dates back to the
Hansbrough family's ownership of "Belair", 1815-1833. A homemade crane still
works in the big double fireplace in its huge stone chimney, 6 feet in depth by 10
feet in width.

Set on a high hill overlooking the junction of Potato Run and the Rapidan River,
“Belair" looks across the river into Orange County and commands a beautiful view
of fertile river lands up the valley of the Rapidan with Clark's Mountain in the near
foreground and the Blue Ridge in the distance.

Ownership of the land may be traced back to Governor Alexander Spotswood, who
patented large tracts on both sides of the Rapidan River in Orange and Culpeper
counties. He left 40,000 acres of this land to his grandson, also Alexander
Spotswood, who, about the time of the Revolution, sold much or all the property.

The "Belair" estate was sold first to Richard Hackley and William Pannill, who, a few
months later, conveyed it to Robert Pollard, a prominent Culpeper County citizen-
vestryman of St. Mark's Parish, trustee of the founding of Stevensburg, and
Revolutionary soldier.

The Pollards sold the "Belair" and other Rapidan River tract in 1787 to Samuel
Coles who also owned land beyond Stevensburg "Cole's Hill" derived its name from
his ownership. In 1805 his son Samuel Coles, Jr. sold the land , purchased by his
father from Robert Pollard, to Alexander Voss.

From Mr. Voss in1815, James Hansbrough of "Salubria“, purchased "Belair" and
the adjoining tracts of "Fox Hall" and Englewood" (now owned by Mrs. John Walker
and William R. Walker, respectively) and added them to his extensive holdings
around Stevensburg. By deed of gift James conveyed to his son, Joseph Sumner
Hansbrough, the “"Belair" estate consisting of 700 acres.

The President Arthur's Wife

Joseph S. Hansbrough married Sarah Myers and they were the parents of Lucy
Ellen and Frances Elizabeth Hansbrough, who married brothers, Dr. Brodie S.
Herndon and William Lewis Herndon, of Fredericksburg. The latter explored the
Valley of the Amazon and was styled the "Livingston of South America". When his
ship, the Central America, sank off Cape Hatteras, he died a hero's death, and a
monument to his memory is located on the campus of the U.S. Naval Academy at



Annapolis. An only daughter of Frances Elizabeth Hansbrough and William Lewis
Herndon, who married Chester Alan Arthur, 21st President of the United States.

Joseph Hansbrough built and occupied a house at "Belair", located about a quarter
of a mile northeast of the present site and nearer the old entrance which was
originally on the Lignum-to-Batna road. The present entrance is on the Batna-to-
Raccoon Ford road. The old house was said to have been standing as late as 1870
and its architecture is described by the late John Herndon, as "conforming to the
period in which it was built". Mr. Herndon, grandson of Dr. Brodie S. and Lucy Ellen
Hansbrough Herndon, is the author of an unpublished history of the Hansbrough
family which he placed in the University of Virginia library.

The Rev. Stringfellow purchased "Belair" from Joseph Hansbrough in1833 and built
the old part of the present dwelling which is the two-and-a-half story section with
dormer windows at the back. The first floor of this section is a few steps below
ground and there is no basement. It has a brick wall some nine feet up from the
ground with weatherboarding above.

A noted Bible scholar and preacher, the Rev. Stringfellow was the author of a book
in which he sought to show the Christianizing influences of slavery. He preached
the organizational sermon of the Stevensburg Baptist Church on October 23, 1833

and was unanimously elected pastor of the church" The land was
approximately 1000 acres on the Rapidan River. He owned 60-70 slaves. He

justified slavery as a positive good and a form of moral stewardship. In the church,
Stevensburg Baptist, the black membership was nearly as large as the white. He
was greatly concerned with saving and reforming the slaves who belonged to the
church. During the Civil War, the Rev. and Mrs. Stringfellow and their
granddaughter were held captive at Belair as federal troops supplied their men with
produce from the plantation. On October 5, 1863, all the slaves had fled and he felt
that they had been kidnapped by the Yankees. He helped organize the
Stevensburg church in 1833 and served as its pastor till 1848. "He was a scholarly
man, a preacher of marked ability, and a wise and prudent leader greatly beloved. "

Belair remained in the Stringfellow family until Werter Hurl and Janet
Strringfellow sold it in 1971. The home was demolished in 1980.

He was the youngest of the five sons of his father, Robert, of "Liberty Hill" at
Summerduck, Fauquier County. In addition to "Belair," he owned another farm
nearer Raccoon Ford which he called "Summerduck". The Rev. Thornton had a
brother, Robert, known as "Robert of the Retreat". "The Retreat" was the name of
his home near Raccoon Ford.

The Baptist minister had four wives. Only two children-both daughters, Elizabeth
and Penelope-lived to maturity.

Elizabeth married C.C. Taliaferro and a daughter of this marriage married a Spindle.
To her Rev. Thornton Stringfellow willed "Belair".



Stringfellow (brother of the Rev. Thornton) and his wife Hannah Robinson Moxley,
widow. There were no children of this marriage. After the death of Penelope,
James Lawrence married his second wife Harriet Ficklin. They became the parents
of George Ficklin and Thornton Stringfellow. The latter was the father of Dr. J.L.
Stringfellow and Janet S. Hurt, both of Culpeper County; Dr. Charles Stringfellow,
U.S. Navy, and Miss Mae Stringfellow, of Charlottesville. The former was the father
of Mrs. Landon Gray and Mrs. Marvin Gray, formerly of Culpeper County.

George and Thornton Stringfellow were born at "Summerduck" which their father's
first wife Penelope, had inherited from her father. Later, by mutual consent, their
father, James L. Stringfellow, and the Spindles, who were living at "Belair",
exchanged property. James L. thus got possession of "Belair" where his sons grew
to maturity.

Thornton Stringfellow fell heir to the home place and reared his family of six children
there. He built on the front part of the house which faces the new entrance to the
southwest. After his death his son, Dr. J. L. Stringfellow, purchased the property
and sold it to his brother-in-law and sister, Mr. and Mrs. Hurt.

Today the gracious hospitable old home has been modernized; the farm's acreage
has been substantially increased and modern scientific farming is done on a large
scale on this fertile dairy farm.

There are two large rooms with high ceilings and wide center hall on both floors of
the new part of the house; also, a full attic and a fourth floor cupola room with a
winding stairway leading to it. From the entrance hall one enters the old part of the
house through a door and one step down. Downstairs in this section, there are one
large and five or six smaller rooms as well as passageways and back hall; also, an
inside and outside stairway, these, with the front stairway, making three flights to
the second floor. Upstairs in the old part of the house there are two large rooms,
bath, and wide hall. On the third floor there are four small rooms with dormer
windows.

The beautiful heavy walnut front entrance door with side lights is duplicated in a
second floor door which leads onto an upper porch. Bay windows in each of the
four front rooms have inside blinds. Windows on the old section have old fashioned
outside blinds. This part of the house is also characterized by its wide floor boards,
small mantels and fireplaces, and lower doorways.

Most of the cedar posts used in erecting a picket fence around the spacious lawn in
1888 are still standing and sound today.
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HURT

Alderwasley-co. Derby; settled for five generations at Ashborne, at the time of The
Visitations of 1611. The present representative is Francis Hurt of A4lderwasley,
Esqr., late M. P. for the southern division of the county, and High Sheriff in 1814,
great great grandson of Nicholas Hurt of Casterne, co. Stafford, Esqr., by Elizabeth
his wife, sister and co-heir of John Lowe of Alderwasley, esqgr.

Arms: Quarterley, first, Sa. a fess between three cinquefoils. Or., for Hurt;
second, Gu., a wolf passant, Ar., for Lowe of Alderwasley; third Az., a hart trippant,
Ar., for Lowe of Alderwasley; and Denby; fourth Ar., a bugle horn between three cres-
cents, Sa., charged each with a bezant Or., for Fawne of Alderwasley.

Crest: a hart pass. ppr., horned, membered andhurt in haunch with an arrow Or.,
feathered Ar. '

Motto: Mane praedam vesperi spolium.

The custom of using a coat of arms may be traced to very early times, as to the stan-
dard of the Twelve Tribes of Israel, of the Egyptians and The Roman Zagles. From
these times grew the customs of clans and families distinguishing themselves from
others by signs and emblems. After awhile it was considered a right of all noble-
men to use a coat of arms. No two families are allowed to use the same.

A coat of arms is composed of a shield or escutcheon on which the charges or emblems
are depicted, often the charges have some relation to the names or residence of the
user. It also often includes the crest, wreath, helmet, lambrequin and motto.

The Crest: 1is the ornament which surmounts the helmet. Only those families which
were of tournament rank were entitled to a crest.

The Wreath: 1is a skein of silk with a gold or silver cord twisted round it and then
placed as a fillet upon the helmet to cover the joining of the crest there.

The Helmet: In as much as everybody during the period of warfare in armour wore a
helmet, so everybody who has a shield of arms has the right to some helmet or other.
However, often one is not shown. The helmet for Hurt is that of an esquire or gentle-
man, is of steel, is in profile, and has the visor closed.

The Shield: without the shield there can be neither a coat or arms nor achievement.
It is the shield upon which the existance of everything else hangs and derends, and
it is the shield which is of first and greatest importance.

The Motto: The College of Arms vermits the selection of a motto at the fancy of the
grantee and recognizes no ownership or prior claim in any particular motto or forms
or words. Unless a motto is selected by the grantee, the potent is issued withcut
one. The motto is '"a word, saying, or sentence which gentlemen carry in a scroll
under the arms, and sometimes over the Crest." Mottoes may be taken, chanced, or
relinquished, when and as often as the bearer thinks fit. It is the ONLY thing
about the coat of arms which may be changed. It is usually of a religious nature.

Mane praedam vesperi spolium. (Prey in tne morning, spoil in the evening.)
Hurt Motto. C\\o-.&-_& by WL ey
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FAMILY TREE
FATHER'S FAMILY:

GREAT GRANDFATHER : George Samuel Hurt 1835-1905
GREAT GRANDMOTHER: LAURA ELIZABETH 1836-1922
MARRIED 1856

GREAT GRANDFATHER: JAMES R. BEASLEY 1827-1894 of% “we Qms.\“h el \cew
GREAT GRANDMOTHER: JUDIiTH ANN GOIN 1835-1899
MARRIED 1850

MOTHER'S FAMILY:

GREAT GRANDFATHER: JAMES LAWRENCE $¥8\0 ¢ FELLOW 1118 -1841
GREAT GRANDMOTHER : HARRIET FICKLIN

George Samuel Hurt, only son of John Beckley Hurt and Mary Ann Jeter

Born in Amelia County, VA May 1, 1835. Died at "Oakland" Powhatan County 7-28-
1905. Married Laura Elizabeth Drake May 20, 1856. She was the daughter of
Samuel Bell Drake and Sarah Jane Ball.

Laura Elizabeth Drake was born June 12, 1836 and died May 2, 1922 in Ballsville,
VA. at the home of her son, Hunter. Both are buried at Mount Moriah Church.

Their Children:

Married Born Died

1) George William (Nim) Dec. 17, 1857 Feb. 29, 1932 ' %‘M&Q‘““‘m
Mary T. Hobson .

2) Samuel Beckley (Sammy) Dec. 9, 1860 Jan 17, 1937
Sallie B. Yates

3) Werter W. 1861 Sept. 1, 1883

4) Alvin Judson (Jud) Jan. 22, 1863 July 22, 1936

Maud MclLaurine

5) William Edward (Coonie) Nov.10, 1865 Oct. 31, 1930

16



My Father's Family George "Nim" and Mary (Mollie) Hurt

Jobs: George was a Baptist Minister, graduate of the Baptist Seminary in Louisville,
Kentucky. He started out in Onacock, GA moved to VA. When my father was five
(1900). He Pastored thieeBaptist churches in rural VA. Culpeper County from
1903-1919. He was a quiet, dignified scholarly man.

Mollie was a energetic, devout Christian. Their salary was $800. Out of this, they
gave a tenth to the Lord. With this $720, they fed, clothed, and sent five children to
college. Twice yearly, she would ride the train to Richmond and purchase the
needed material for the clothes. My father said he learned to cook when he was
ten, as grandmother would be out in the buggy delivering soup to the needy. She
was deeply concerned that everyone should be saved. Consequently, as a little
girl, my sister Mary & | would go to the farm families homes on Sunday to visit, pray
an ask them to come to church. She was greatly loved in the community- and had a
burden for the unsaved in the world.

Children: College

Arabella (Boo) University of Richmond, University of VA. s.ummer
s chool women couldn't attend regular session-

At age 35, her husband died. She raised three
children.graduated them from college.

Laura Graduated in Music in Arkansas. Had no children.
Was our church organist and soloist. Her husband was a
farmer.

Wert . Attended University of Richmond three years.

Enlisted in the US Army as a private and was discharged
as a lieutenant. Was a successful dairy farmer and
businessman. At his death, he owned 1000 acres and
three farms. He was a leader in the community and
church life.

George Graduated Medical College of Virginia-Served as a
OB GYN specialist in Roanoke, VA. Before that as
doctor, as a Captain US Army in Europe WWI

Whitsitt Graduated from Roanoke College and University of
Tenn. Dental School.

How much better is it to get wisdom than gold!

and to get understanding rather to be chosen than silver.

He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty;

and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city. Proverbs 16:16.32
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Except the Lord build the house,
they labour in vain the build it:
except the Lord keep the city.
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Family Record of George William Hurt, Reverend

Birth Dec. 17, 1857 "Nim"
Place Powhatan County, VA "Milen”’
Death Feb. 29, 1932 "For 51 years an active minister"
Burial Stevensburg Baptist Church, Culpeper County, VA
Birth June 28, 1857 Mary Thomas Hobson (Mollie)
Place Powhatan County, VA
Death Nov. 22, 1957 "She loved and served her Lord"
Burial Stevensburg Baptist Church, Culpeper County, VA
Marriage:
Place:
Sex Children Birth Death Marriage
F Arabella Bolling July 9, 1887  Sept. 27, 1992 Dr. Orville Nalle
M George Samuel Dec.4, 1889 March 29, 1989 Corrine Locket
F Laura Elizabeth Dec.3, 1891 Aug. 9, 1992 Edwin Norman
M  Werter Hobson March 5, 1895 June 8, 1984 Janet Stringfellow
M William Whitsitt Jan. 8, 1897 July 22, 1956 Martha Moomaw

A king is not saved by his great army;

a warrior is not delivered by his great strength.

The war horse is a vain hope for victory,

and by its great might it cannot save.

Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear the Lord,

on those who hope in the Lord's steadfast love. Psalm 33:16-18
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Culpeper County Centenarian Remembers
Being Kissed by General Robert E. Lee

A century of living has dimmed the memory and halted the physical activity of
Culpeper County's oldest citizen, Mrs. Mary Hobson Hurt, who will pass her one
hundredth birthday Friday. However, there still come days when she remembers
and talks of things that made vivid impressions upon her in the dim long ago-for
instance, the time General Robert E. Lee took her in his arms and kissed her.

It was a day some 92 years ago, shortly after the close of the Civil War, that her
mother, Mrs. William Wilson Hobson, saw the carriage of her close neighbor,
General Lee, approaching the Hobson home in Powhatan County and bade "Uncle
Hannibal" take all the children quickly to the woods back of the house because
there would not be time to get them washed and dressed to receive such an
illustrious visitor. After the general had graciously thanked Mrs. Hobson for the
weekly hamper of food she had sent the Lee family, he called for the children. And
when they were brought in to greet Gen. Lee, he took little eight-year-old Mollie
Hobson in his arms and kissed her.

This is an incident Mrs. Hurt has recalled with pride all her life and still tells with
relish on some of her "clear days". She can also remember her father's leaving
home to go to war, his return after being wounded and his hiring a substitute to take
his place in the Confederate ranks.

Baptist Minister's Wife

Mrs. Hurt, a Baptist minister's wife for 46 years, will spend her birthday quietly at the
home of her son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin S. Norman, at
Stevensburg, where she has made her home since her husband's death a quarter of
a century ago.

Due to her frail health, no formal celebration of the centennial event is planned.
However, members of the Stevensburg Woman's Missionary Society have made
plans to visit the home taking flowers and a complete birthday dinner for the family.
The society, in which Mrs. Hurt was long active, will present in her honor three silver
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collection plates, suitably engraved, to Stevensburg Baptist Church, where her
husband, the late Rev. George William Hurt, was pastor for nearly 30 years.

Mrs. Hurt's elder daughter, Mrs. Orville Nalle, who has nursed her mother during
five years of invaldism following a fall in which she suffered a broken hip, will be
present for the occasion; also, a son, Werter Hobson Hurt, who lives in the county.
Another son, Dr. George S. Hurt, resides in Roanoke. Mrs. Hurt's youngest son, Dr.
W. W. Hurt, died last year. She has 14 grandchildren and 21 great-grandchildren.

If her birthday happens to be one of her good days, she may sing a hymn and offer
a prayer. Words of prayer come more readily to her lips, these days, than any
other form of expression a happy result of a lifetime habit of prayerful living.
Characteristically, her prayers are for self-improvement and that she may not be a
burden to others.

Only kind and gentle thoughts penetrate her mind. Manifestations of
appreciativeness, unselfishness and consideration for others come naturally, but
there is only a occasional glimpse of the old ready wit and humor, originality and
forthrightness that up to a year ago delighted her family and friends.

Native of Powhatan

Mrs. Hurt, the former Mary Thomas Hobson, daughter of William W. Hobson, of
"Blenheim", Powhatan County, and Arabella Bolling Hobson, a native of Petersburg,
was born at "Vernon", home of her parents in Powhatan County, June 28, 1857.
After being taught by her mother and private tutors in the home, she completed her
education under her aunt, Miss Annie Bolling, who conducted a young ladies'
finishing school in Petersburg during and after the Civil War.

In 1886, after an engagement of 10 years, she was married to Mr. Hurt, also of
Powhatan, who had just finished his education at the Baptist Theological Seminary
in Louisville, KY., after taking a college degree at Richmond College. Itis
interesting to note that this couple felt they could not be married until the husband
had completed his education and was able to support a wife.

After pastorates in Elizabethtown, KY., Guyton, GA., and Onanock on the Eastern
Shore of Virginia, Mr. Hurt accepted a call in Culpeper County, comprising
Stevensburg, Lael (at Lignum) and Brandy. The same three churches still form a
field served today by the Rev. Jerry L. Holloway.

After resigning as pastor at Stevensburg and Lael., Mr. Hurt continued as part-time
pastor at Brandy until his death. Mrs. Hurt has resided in the Stevensburg
community continuously since coming to the county 55 years ago.

Zeal for Missions
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Her interest and activity in all phases of church work continued up until the time of
her fall in her 96th year. Her missionary zeal was legendary; and she never missed
an opportunity to convert a ton-tither. Trained by her parents in this practice, Mrs.
Hurt in her late years counted it a joy to be able to give nearer ninetenths than one-
tenth of means to missions. For approximately 20 years she supported privately two
missionaries in China.

During the more than half a century she has lived in this county, Mrs. Hurt has
endeared herself to a large circle of friends who will pay her homage on her
hundredth birthday by remembering with gratitude her long useful life. They will
recall the remarkable energy, industry, initiative and resourcefulness she applied to
many worthwhile tasks, and the optimism, faith and undaunted spirit with which she
carried them through to fulfillment. They will delight to recall her

gifts of lively conversation and repartee; her qualities of unselfishness and
generosity, and her loyalty and devotion to family, friends, church and Christian
ideals.

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace

whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.
Trust in the Lord forever:

for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength. Isaiah 26:3,4
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Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace -

whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.
Trust in the Lord forever: _

for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength. Isaiah 26:3,4

A king is not saved by his great army;

a warrior is not delivered by his great strength.

The war horse is a vain hope for victory,

and by its great might it cannot save.

Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear the Lord,

on those who hope in the Lord's steadfast love. Psalm 33:16-18




Culpeper street scene during blizzard of 1962.

1

It was the first train ride for most of the kindergarten
pupils who enjoyed a conducted tour on a private car of
Southern Railway train 135 last Friday morning. G. S.
King, trainmaster from Charlottesville, and the train
conductor were hosts to the children during the 40-minute
trip. Kindergarten teachers, Mrs. Terry Ingram and
Mrs. Burnett Miller, Jr., accompanied their pupils.

The return trip was made by school bus, driven by
Joseph I. Brown, who also drove the children from the
kindergarten to the train. An ice cream cone party at an
Orange drugstore was another highlight of the trip.

Eﬂ%a.tlv.m:,ﬁ' ok Janel and Weded

*Culpeper Exponent, December 18, 1919 X

Mr. and Mrs. Thornton Stringfellow, of “Bel Air,”
Culpeper County, and University of Virginia, have an-
nounced the engagement of their daughter, Janet, to Mr.
Werter Hobson Hurt, of “Belle Meade,” Culpeper Coun-
ty. Miss Stringfellow is one of the most attractive and
popular girls of the county. Mr. Hurt is the second son of
the Rev. and Mrs. George W. Hurt.

Mr. Turner Ratrie recently purchased from Dr.
Eugene Willis, of Germanna, cattle and hogs for which he
gave a check for $6,000.09. This is probably the largest
check ever carried home by a Culpeper farmer on a
Brandy Station shipping day.

Quite a delegation of local men were in Richmond last
week in the interest of the Good Roads Association. They
were Messers Dan Slaughter, W. P. Rudasill, E. H. Gib-
son, H. B. Smith, Jim Bickers, Lucien Bickers and Game
Warden George Norris.

Miss Harriet Kelly, of Harrisonburg State Normal, and
Miss Maude Kelly, who is teaching at Amherst, will
spend the holidays at the home of their parents, Mr. and
Mrs. R. T. Kelly.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wine are expecting all of their
daughters home for the holidays — Miss Edna Wine,

from Stuart Hall, Staunton; Miss Eleanor Wine, of
Washington Seminary, Washington, Pa.; Miss Ruby
Wine, of Danville High School.

Culpeper High School Honor Roll — Mary Loving, Blish
Macoy, Lillian Stonesiffer, Franklin Bywaters, Ida Hill,
Dama Hill, Nellie May Guinn, Gladys Guinn, Elise
Macoy, Carleton Guinn, Eleanor Clements, Beatrice
Messinger, Elizabeth Swan, Jesse Burton.

rs. G. W. Hurt shipped a barrel of fancy turkeys to
the Waldorf-Astoria last week.

Culpeper Exponent, November 23, 1922 — Richmond, Va.
WHAT A MAN, IF STONEWALL JACKSON HAD
HAD A FEW MORE LIKE MR. HALL WE WOULD BE
LIVING IN THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF
AMERICA

William Henry Hall, one of Stonewall Jackson’s men
and one of the oldest residents of Richmond, died here
last night. He was 90 years of age.

Mr. Hall was the father of 20 children, 15 of whom are
living. The oldest is Miss Julia Hall, she is 62. The baby
Edith, is five. Mr. Hall’s first wife was the mother of
seven of his children, and his second wife, who survives,
is the mother of 13. There are 33 grandchildren, and 14
great-grandchildren.

WHO, WHAT, WHERE AND WHEN

In 1895, Culpeper had only one undertaker, Mr. R. M.
Thompson, and one marble cutter, Mr. J. Gordon
Thomas. Mr. Thomas married Mr. Thompson's daughter
and they became the parents of Mrs. H. C. ‘“‘Hester”
Geest.. ¢ 2 e

Saturday, October 19, 1912, V.M.I. defeated the Univer-
sity of Virgidia, 19 to 0, for their first victory ever in foot-
ball over Virginia.
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STEVENSBURG GRADE SCHOOL ABOUT 1922

Seated L. to R.: Cary Doggett,’Sidney Hitt, Harry Corder, Walter Norris, Junior Hitt, James Hansbrough, Ar-
thur Long, Fred Long, Howard Long, not identified, Peter Hicks, A. W. Long. Second row: Dorothy Allport,
Catherine Tingler, Genevieve Hitt, Nannie Mitchell, Mary Stuart Thompson, Catherine Hitt, Maggie Long,
Louise Hansbrough, Elsie Brown, Lucille Tingler, Evelyn Corder, Ruth Hicks, Jim Long. Third row: Roy Hitt,
Harriet Thompson, Gladys Hitt, Laura Feaganes, Gordon Norman, Jack Mitchell, Vivian Feaganes, Augusta
Burton, Mary F. Hitt, Katherine Walker, Carroll Feaganes, Carl Covington. Back row: Wert H. Hurt (prin-
cipal), Hallie Tingler, Dorothy Burnett, Hazel Corder, Jack Myers, William Hitt, Bill Feaganes, Harry Long,
Broadus Covington, Bessie Mitchell, Louise Feaganes, Mary Hitt, Mrs. W. H. Hurt (teacher). (Note:
Photograph courtesy of Mrs. W. L. ‘“‘Louise’’ Walker and special thanks to Miss Katherine Walker for iden-
tifications.) ' : -
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Family Group Sheet June 1996

Husband: Werter Hobson Hurt

Bom: Mar1895.5% i GusTea 6GW
Maried: Dec 1919 in: Stevensburg, VA
Died: 8 Jun 1984 m: Culpepper VA

Father: George William Hurt
Mother: Mary Thomas Hobson
Other Spouses: Aawna. Wi\is \qg0

Wife: Janet Thornton Stringfellow

Bom: 31 Aug 1895 in: Culpepper, VA
Died: 16 Apr 1977 in: Culpepper, VA
Father Thecaton SheinaSe\lows
Mother Ceron Qe Eus Ve S \nc“c'e.\\c.u..

Other Spouses:
CHILDREN

1 Name: Janet Thomton Hurt Mavy E'-.u.,t“e\ 300 §

Bom: 25 Sep 1922 in:CulpcpchA 2 ock. A\ LD
F Married: 30 Dec 1943 in: Stevensburg, VA

Died: in: A\, Tawm. VA2

Spouse: Addison Gordon Willis, Jr. =

2 Name: Werter Hobson Hurt, Jr.

Bom: 15 May 1925 in: Culpepper, VA
M Married: 1949 m

Died: in:

Spouse: Susan Look Dickinson

3 Name: Chares William Hurt

Bom: 5 Jan 1927 in: Culpeper, VA
M Marnied: Abt 1952 in: Charlottesville, VA

Died, __ — n

Spoused” Catherine Kirtley, Letitia Hickman . Rieta. Releqnal

4 Name: Elizabeth Bolling Hurt

Bom: 23 Apr 1930 in: Culpeper, VA
F Mammied: 27 Dec 1952 in.

Died:

Spouses: William Robert Beasley, JamesEchgmdthpp . Boece

5 Name: Mary Hobson Hurt

Bom: 4 Nov 1931 in: Culpeper, VA
F Married: 2 Oct 1954 i Cwpaper e.n%'ti

Died: m

Spouse: Leonard Frances Winslow, Jr.

Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord:

and the fruit of the womb is his reward.

As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man;

so are the children of the youth.

Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them;
they shalt not be ashamed. but they shall speak
with the enemies in the gate. Psalm 127:3-5
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tamily Group Sheet

June 1990

Child:

Werter Hobson Hurt

aka:

Bom:

mn:

Died:

n:

elationship with Father:
Relationship with Mother:
Reference number:

Wert;, Werter Wilson Hurt
€ Mar 1895

8 Jun 1984 %q gt S
Culpepper VA

Natural

Natural

Marriage Information
Wife:

Mamied:
Beginning status:;
in:

Ending date:
Ending status:
Ending location:
Marmiage fact date:
Mammage fact:
Reference number:

Janet Thomton Stringfellow
Dec 1919

Mamed

Stevensburg, VA

Fact 1:

Fact 2:

Fact 3:

Fact 4:

Fact 5:

Occupation:

Personality/Intrst;

Residence:

Ethnicity/Relig.:
Comment 1:

Comment 2:

Fact 12:

C\Tm&n:\ Unie.o§ \q\‘e\\ma“& e WReCS .

Totand acmu
Lieut, U S, Q“mub‘ WWT

farmer del<u

strong-willed ' ‘Jb\:\' nq ‘QQ‘\\!\ e, Coavnmn M:T" \-.QA\(.“

Batna, VA in house called "Bel Aifg" R\ casnuwa¥ Mowme n Tewe o
Baptist

‘Ged Liest, ‘("u.m"\\.\ second any Wrme \&roves,
LN (CESSRNG, Sascack s \ Yoo o“lqbca\o_. ‘s Q\ Tay on hs &an.es ‘(\\‘%H\\\S

(1 ] "
e,ummwcxd‘&“-\o"ﬂ

Fact 13:

Medical

Height: ('

Weight:

Cause of death:  heart attack
Medical Information:

Notes

Changed his name because his initials were W.W. Hurt, same as William Whitsitt Hurt.

Address and Phone(s)
Street 1:

Street 2:

City:

State or province:

Zip or postal code:
Country:

Phone(s):
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Family Group Sheet

June 1996

Wife:

Janet Thoruton Stringfellow

aka:

Bom:

in:

Died:

m

Relationship with Father:
Relationship with Mother:
Reference number:

31 Aug 1895

Culpepper, VA
16Apri1978 Ba e

Culpepper. VA wwe 5"-4\% hoene-

Fact 1:

Fact 2:

Fact 3:

Fact 4:

Fact §:
Occupation
Personality/Intrst
Residence:
Ethnicity/Relig :
Comment 1:
Comment 2:
Fact 12:

Fact 13:

Gradusta. of Wilsen Nermal Sehool | Westwnalan D.e.

oversaw the house help NetnemalMeyr  Mmethes ef Gloe-
houaly ChelsTan, \Q.A\-b\ wether, hospifable

"Belg\¢
Baptist

Medical

Height

Weight

Cause of death:  strokes
Medical Information:

Notes
May have died April 16, 1978.

Address and Phone(s)
Street 1:

Street 2:

City:

State or province:
Zip or postal code:
Country:
Phone(s):
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Werter H. Hurt:
A Good Neighbor

CULPEPER - A minister's son who says he became the family "black sheep" by
being a farmer when his two brothers were both doctors, Werter H. Hurt of Culpeper
has nonetheless garnered some unique laurels. Among them are agerontological
center named for him, a handwritten letter from Winston Churchill, and a carefully-
stitched sampler which stands as a family tribute.

The sampler, which hangs in Hurt's den in his home on Macoy Avenue, says "If All
Else Fails, Ask Grandfather.”

In his almost 85 years, this big, genial man has been asked for and has given a lot
to people and to organizations, from Virginia Baptist Homes and the Culpeper
Rotary Club to his children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

The Hurt Gerontological Center at the Baptist Home here is named for himin
recognition of his long interest and financial support for both VBH and research on
aging. He was an early member of Rotary, and was its president in 1940-41, and it
was as a Rotarian that he got his Churchill letter. The British leader, he recalls, had
been "turned out" by his people after years as head of Parliament. The late F.R.
(Buddy) Simpson, Rotary secretary, and Hurt decided to write to Churchill to
sympathize, saying they didn't feel he had justice.

In return, they received the personal letter, which now resides in a bank vault,
treasured for four decades.

Hurt was born in Georgia, although his people were originally from Powhatan in
Virginia. His minister father was serving his first pastorate in Georgia, but when
Wert was eight, the family came to Culpeper County. The new pastorate which was
his father's last, was a three-church fieild, the congregations at Lignum,
Stevensburg and Brandy Station. Young Wert (a family name from his father's side)
grew up in Stevensburg, but spent summers on the farm of a family friend, T.B.
Jones, at Batna.

He went off to Richmond College, for the liberal education such as a young man
generally received. In his third year, 1917, he and some friends talked to an Army
recruiting officer, who promised that if they volunteered they would be flying in 90
days. Hurt signed up, and "the closest | ever got to flying was loading crates of
airplane parts on railroad cars in Middletown, Pa."

He finally made it to officers training camp in Atlanta, GA., and after 17 months in
the Army, was commissioned and then discharged within 10 days of the Armistice.
In another 30 days, he was farming.

Reaching home, he had gone to visit his friend Mr. Jones, and the two were driving
past a neighboring farm and stopped to talk to the owner. Hurt remembers that
Jones told the other man "This boy wants to farm," to have the landowner return
"Good--I'll sell him mine." With Jones' help, he was soon established.

Hurt started raising cattle, but in 1930 he went into the dairy business. He operated
two dairy farms, and had other land; at one time owning about 2,000 acres.

4



Setting a young man up to farm now is no mean feat, he feels, with the prices of
land and equipment. One grandson, Werter Hurt Willis, is interested in farming.
"It's almost impossible for a young man to go into it" now, starting from scratch,
according to Hurt.

Always involved in church work Hurt began many years ago to see the need for a
home for the elderly. "Old people didn't have anywhere to go," he says. Dr. J.T.
Edwards, who was pastor of the Culpeper Baptist Church, and he worked toward
establishing a Baptist home here, and though "it was hard going"” they collected
enough money to put up the first building for the first Virginia Baptist Home. Hurt's
92-year-old sister is now among the residents.

Other needs occurred along the way in the community. During World War |, Hurt
founded the frozen food locker, which for many years operated as a cooperative.

He and Gordon Willis started Culpeper Stone, for their two sons, each of whom now
has a son of his own in the business. Willis, Hurt and the late William J. Smith
began the Farmers Cooperative here.

Rotary, which began here in January of 1927, claimed a lot of Hurt's energy. He
lists as particular highlights of his time as president the recognition of the local club
at the organization's annual convention as the "most improved in attendance for the
year." Hurt went to the podium for the silver plaque himself, with considerable
pride.

The Churchill letter was another high spot, as was the initiation of the Rotary Good
Citizen award during his presidency. A fourth was the establishment of a Boy Scout
Lodge in Culpeper, at the end of Scanlon Street, which didn't ever "catch fire."

Hurt is also one of the first members, and remains a member of the Lignum Ruritan
Club. He was president of the Chamber of Commerce here at one time.

He was married to the late Janet Stringfellow. They had two sons, Werter Jr., who
lives on Macoy Avenue, and Dr. Charles W. Hurt of Charlottesville. Hurt is now
married to Star-Exponent columnist Anna Townsend, and has lived on Macoy since
1960. He stills attends the Stevensburg Baptist Church. He had- ‘hree dascarlors
Taaek, Mes. A CGordon Willls | \'32-“%\ Mes. O Rebext (39_«-.5\4'_3‘ Mc\.\'-u\\:
Mes . hecaacd Wiaslews -

45



Al Fae Childcen Rorn Hese.

Relle, Widnde
(A1% - \A33 o

#b



A Millionaire Pauper
By Bill Tarr

I'm supposed to be quite shiftless-
Never have a cent to spare;

Of the money men are making

| have not corralled my share.

When | make an honest dollar,
Somehow it will never stay;
Someone always comes and gets it
With a bill for me to pay.

Though | haven't any money,
Still, | rate a millionaire;

For I'm worth five million dollars-
Have the assets, fair and spare.

| have Sonny-he's a million;
Sister's worth a million more;

And a million dollar baby

Croons and plays around our floor.

There is Mother-she's a million;
Couldn't spare her; she's a peach;
That's four million. You can't buy them
For a million dollars each.

And that million-dollar baby

Has a million-dollar smile;

That's the thing that keeps us going;
That is what makes life worth while.

So I'm worth five million doliars;
It's as plain as it can be.

I'm a millionaire for certain
When my baby smiles at me.

Some of us have only money;

Some have wealth beyond compare.
If we'll only count our assets,
Everyone's a millionaire.

A Qoemnm osiuq.vx Yo Wersk \\ur’k\&u_v‘\ﬁob“\ke, Qe'\bres%'\bf\
From STiends : Lena and m‘“"t me\\e;(\\.\‘
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EMPLOYEES AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE _
CULPEPER NATIONAL BANK, NOW CENTRAL FIDELITY, PROBABLY IN THE 1950s.
Standing L. to R.: William D. Cannon, Richard E. Jones, Otis R. Thornhill Sr., John W. Yowell Sr., Giles H: Miller, Dr. Granville Eastham, Wert
. Hurt, P. W. Fore.
Seated: Curry T. Guinn Sr., L. Reginald Hudson, Raymond G. Quaintance, Turner Ratrie.



Meet Mr. Hurt

Mr. Wert H. Hurt, one of the directors of The Culpeper National Bank, was born
March 5, 1895 in Culpeper County. He was educated in private and public schools
in the county and graduated form Lignum High School in 1913. He entered
Richmond College in 1914 for 3 years before volunteering for the air corps in 1917.
He was discharged in 1918 as a commissioned officer after the close of the war.

lIn 1919 Mr. Hurt married the former Janet Stringfellow of Charlottesville. They
have two sons, Wert Jr., of Culpeper and Charles William, a practicing physician in
Charlottesville, and three daughters, Mrs. A. Gordon Willis Jr., of Culpeper, Mrs.
Robert Beasley of lowa City, lowa, and Mrs. Leonard Winslow of Richmond. Mr.
and Mrs. Hurt live at Batna in Culpeper County.

Mr. Hurt is a member of Stevensburg Baptist Church, a former superintendent of the
Sunday School, and currently a deacon and treasurer of the church. In addition he
teaches the Men's Bible Class. He is a past moderator of Shiloh Association and a
former member of the Baptist Board of Missions and Education in Richmond.

In addition to his Church activities Mr. Hurt is very active in many Civic
Organizations. He is a member and past president of both the Culpeper Rotary
Club and the Culpeper Chamber of Commerce. He is a charter member and past
appraiser, director, and president of the Warrenton Production Association.

Besides his active interest in The Culpeper National and his able assistance on
your board of directors, Mr. Hurt has been an active business man for the past forty
years in farming and dairy farming.

In January 1943 Mr. Hurt was elected a director of "Your Bank". He has been quite
active in this capacity, serving on many committees, and currently being the
chairman of the Examining Committee. His many years of experience in the
business matters of Culpeper County and the efficient manner in which he executes
any matters which are placed at his disposal as a director of the Culpeper National
make him a valuable asset to "Your Bank" and to you as depositors and customers.

As well as being a director of The Culpeper National Bank, Mr. Hurt is president of
the Culpeper Stone Company a director of the Culpeper Farmers' Co-operative,
Inc., Trustee and chairman of the finance committee of the Virginia Baptist Home
and a director of the Culpeper Frozen Food Co-operative, Inc.
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Baptist Home in Culpeper Has Endowed Aging Center
The Daily Progress Charlottesville, Virginia Monday August 22, 1977

CULPEPER-The Hurt Gerontology Center has no state or federal funds in its
budget, no matching grants from HEW, no foundation or corporation money to work
with.

Yet it may one day be responsible for more significant improvements in the lives of
the elderly than all the federal. state and local agencies now on the scene. That's
the hope and goal of William L. Howse Ill, its director.

Sitting easily at his desk, with pictures of his two children on the shelf behind him,
Howse talks about the center and the Virginia Baptist Homes like a man who
honestly enjoys his work.

The center owes its birth to Werter H. Hurt, a former chairman of the board of the
Virginia Baptist Homes. A long time Culpeper businessman, Hurt provided an initial
grant of $100,000 to begir: the gerontology center in 1974,

“IT IS A FIELD THAT BAPTISTS CAN MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO TRYING TO
DEVELOP A PHILOSOPHICAL AND THEOLOGICAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE
AGING PROCESS "

The center is now housed in the administration building at the Virginia Baptist Home
near Culpeper and provides housing for more than 200 elderly persons and
operates a 600-acre farm.

When a man's ways please the Lord.

he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him
A man's heart deviseth his way:

but the Lord directeth his steps. Proverbs 16:7.9

S



296 Count Your Blessings

Johnson Oatman, Jr., Edwin O. Excell

1. When up - on life’s bil - lows you are tem-pest-tossed, When you are dis-
2. Areyouev-er bur-dened witha load of care? Does the cross seem
3. When you look at oth-ers with their lands and gold, Think that Christ has
4. So, a-mid the cog-lict, wheth-er greator small, Do not be dis-

corur-aged, think-ing  all is  lost, Count your man-y bless-ings, name them
heav-y youare calledto bear? Countyour man-y bless-ings, ev-'ry
prom-ised you His wealth un - told; Count your man-y bless-ings, mon-ey
cour-aged, God is o-ver all; Countyour man-y bless-ings, an- gels
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one by one, And it will sur - prise you whatthe Lord hath done.
doubt will  fly, And you will be sing-ing as the days go by.
can-not buy Your re-ward in Heav-en, nor your home on high.

will at - tend, Help and com-fort give vou to your jour-ney's end.
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Count your bless-ings,Name thembnep pbyv _%ne; Count your

Count your man -y bless-ings, Name them one by one; Count your man-y
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bless-ings, See what God hath done; Count v{)ur bless-ings,
bless - ings See what God hath  done; Count your man- y bless-in
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Wert H. Hurt’s Recipe for Sausage

22# meat
3 tablespoons black pepper
1 teaspoon red pepper
1/2 cup salt
4 tablespoons sage

plenty fat
x>

100# meat
13% tablespoons black pepper
4% teaspoons red pepper
2% cups salt
18 tablespoons sage

plenty fat

Werter Hobson Hurt
1895 - 1984

Culpeper County, Virginia
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Mrs. Hurt’s Tyler Pudding Pie

1 cup sugar
1 cup milk or cream
2 eggs
14 stick melted butter
1 (evel tablespoon flour
Y teaspoon vanilla

(S

Beat sugar and eggs, add flour, melted
butter, milkR and vanilla.

Use standard pastry or prepared pie
shell. Bake shell 5 minutes, add filling and
bake 'til done at 400° for 10 minutes and
at 3250 for 45 minutes.

Janet Stringfellow Hurt
1895 - 1978

Culpeper County, Virginia
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JUNE SONG

On the First day of Summer
June kissed the jeweled morn,
Skipped o'er qQrassy hills and dales,
Ran through fields of qolden grain,
Plaved hide-and-seek with larks and quails
In meadows sweet with hay...
Threw long shadows on the lawn...

Climbed in pink profussion
On lattice gates and garden maze,
Wove lichen carpets and daisy chains,
CTanced with buttertiies in wild flow’'r’d lanes,
Blew fleecy bubbles into blue skyways...

Lavishly scattered deep-scented perfume,
Counted the sands 'til the sickle moon
Should light its slender lamp on high...
Spun day-dreams into mystic webs
0+ sunshine-and-shadow threads...
The warp of a smile and the woof of a sigh...

Flew with the birds on celestial airways,
Lifted hearts in sonq and praise,
Flirted with twilight lingering long.
Breathed a prayer at evensong...
Follovwed the beees home to their hives,
And for a few more qQolden seconds connived
With the summer solstice sun...

Orank evening’'s dew from a leafy cup,
Quafted sunset’s rainbow splencdour,
As the full-blown blaze of myraid hues
Framing the arandeur of mountain blues
Faded like dyina embers...

Felt the touch o+ Heaven's hand
As darkness offered rest to light...
Made a wish upon a star,
Drifted with euphoria
Into the mystery of starry night

- Mary Stevens Jones
Westminster-Canterbury House
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Mrs. Janet Stringfellow Hurt

Within a few short months it will be thirty years since [ first met Janet Stringfellow
Hurt whose memory we come today to honor. As we come to this moment we come
with all the mixed feelings of sadness at the loss of one of God's gracious children,
sadness at the separation from one we loved, respected, admired, but more than
that, the sense of joy and triumph that the spirit which was hers has now joined the
Creator who gave her. Although in these later years, her spirit was not able to
express itself because of the frailty of which we are heir, here too her spirit was an
example to us.

As | go back through my memories of her, there is one quality which stands out
unmistakably clear, and that was her gentle, gracious spirit. This spirit permeated
all she did. She was a disciple of Him who came into the world to light the hearts of
men and women. Her spirit was as if one were to light a candle in the darkness. It
was a blessing!

She was part of that tradition which emphasized noble character, a tradition which
we must not lose. She stood in the tradition of the virtuous woman so eloquently
expressed in Proverbs 34. Indeed, her worth is far above rubies! In a day and age
which seems to have lost many of its moorings, whose anchor is gone, whose
rudder wheel is spinning aimlessly, she was part of that tradition which trusted in
God and who with Job of old in the midst of adversity such as few are called upon to
face, could with courage say "though He slay me, yet will | trust Him."

She has left a legacy in this community among the lives touched by her. She has
left a legacy within the church congregation where her interest expressed itself in so
many ways. She lovingly and tenderly worked with the smaller children and felt a
responsibility for those who did not come to church but ought to. How she wished
she could arouse their interest